116$	INDIAN MEDICINAJL  PLANTS
Linn.
Scandent glabrous or pubescent shrubs. Tendrils simple or
bifid. Leaves petiolate, ovate or oblong, entire. Flowers dioecious*
all racemose or tbe males panicled Male flowers: Sepals 3,
broadly oblong or orbicular, membranous, concave. Corolla rotate.
5-partite, coriaceous or flesby; the segments narrowed at the apex.
Stamens 5, free, inserted on a flesby disk; filaments very short and
thick; anthers transversely oblong, adnate to the filaments, 1-celled,
Rudimentary ovary 0, Female flowers: Calyx and corolla as in
the male. Staminodes very short, alternate with the petals. Ovary
elongate, at first 3-celled at length I-celled by the absorption of tbe
septa; ovules 2-many in each cell, attached to both sides to parietal
placentae, pendulous. Fruit cylmdric, clavate or hemispheric, terete
or subtrigonous, truncate and broadly 3-valved at the apex. Seecb
large, pendulous, oblong, compressed, imbricate, surrounded by a
large membranous wing. — Species 1. — Tropical Asia.
1. Zanonia indiea Linn. Sp. PL ed. 2 (1763) 1457; Wight
111. t. 103.— plate 468.
Scandent, climbing to a height of 9-15 m. Stems stout, cylindrie,
striate, woody, glabrous. Tendrils elongate, terete, glabrous.
Leaves coriaceous, deciduous (leaving a prominent circular scar),
7.5-15 by 5-10 cm., ovate-oblong, acute, entire, bright green and
glabrous above, paler and conspicuously reticulate beneath, 3-nerved
from a rounded or slightly cordate base; petioles 1.6-3.2 cm. long,
stout, glabrous. Male flowers in racemes or panicles 15-30 cm.
long, on slender grooved glabrous peduncles; pedicels somewhat
stout, articulated about the middle, 2-4 mm. long, bracteolate at the
base. Sepals 2 mm long, ovate, acute, concave, glabrous. Petals
greenish yellow, oblong, obtuse, 4 mm. long, 2 mm. broad at the base.
Female flowers in 5-12-flowered racemes 10-30 cm. long. Sepals
broadly triangular, 4 mm. long. Petals ovate-oblong, 6-8 mm, long.
Ovary eylindrio, L-3 cm- long. Capsule in shape like a candle-
extinguisher, 5-10 cm, long, eylindric-obeonie, slightly tapering
towards a rounded base, truncate at the apex, glabrous, pale yellowish
brown* Seeds rrmct compressed, 2 by 1 em.* pale yellow smooth;

